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Preface 
In 1994, a conference on 'Chromatic Polynomials and Related Topics', organized 
by C.Y. Chao (Pittsburgh, USA), K.M. Koh (Singapore) and N.Z. Li (Shanghai, 
China), was held on the campus of Shanghai Second Polytechnic University, Shang- 
hai, China during the period 25-29 April. The conference was attended by about 30 
scholars from China, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore and the USA. To mark the 
occasion, the participants proposed the publication of a volume on research in the 
above-mentioned areas. After discussing this matter with Porfessor Hammer, and 
obtaining his consent to publish a special volume of Discrete Mathematics, an 
editorial board was formed. In July 1994, letters of invitation were sent to researchers 
in these areas requesting the contribution of articles. 
This special volume consists of 18 articles together with 2 appendices. We would 
like to thank G.L. Chia and N.Z. Li for their great effort in preparing the bibliography 
on chromatic polynomials and the list of chromatically unique graphs. Thanks are 
also given to many referees who gave their time freely. 
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